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Dear Friends,

After this arduous year of uncertainty, we knew we needed to come back strong.
We did just that.

* We are back, for families who need a summer experience packed with hands-
on learning, friends and fun.

¢ We are back, for fifth graders who are coding robots to run mazes through the
stacks of their school libraries.

* We are back, for middle schoolers in Spoken Word who need a supportive space
to express their vulnerabilities and collaborate creatively with their classmates.

e We are back, connecting with community partners and donors to ensure that our
BASE Camp scholarships reach our high-need families.

We are not back to “normal,” of course, because our new context demands that we
reinvent our traditions and reimagine our priorities.

We have been engaging the curiosities of Oak Park children for more than three
decades, and your support will allow us to expand our programs in new ways and
broaden our reach in the years to come. To ensure that we direct as many of our
precious donor dollars to our programs, we opted to publish a condensed version
of our annual report online instead of in print.

Thank you so much for all you do!

' Cadtr—

TRACY DELLANGELA BARBER CARRIE COTTER .
OPEF Executive Director OPEF Board President




The Spoken Word Club meets weekly at the Oak Park Art League. During a showcase, students
were asked to select an artwork on display and write and perform poems inspired by that piece.

RULER OF THE NIGHT

by Hattie Garcia, Brooks Middle School 8th grader
Inspired by Carly Grants’ Ruler of the Night

The demon reaching for the night
Frozen in cold, gray stone, not unlike his heart
His sad, hope filled eyes search the empty sky

Perched on the building edge,

Forever poised to leap yet never able to bring forth the courage to jump,
Stuck in the pitch black void of darkness,

llluminated only by the light of the faint glowing moon

He is the ruler of the night

Beware his sharp unblinking eyes and dagger teeth,
His swooping horns and rough stone skin,

His delicately carved muscles,

He is rigid and still atop his little corner of the world,

Now, look deep into his pleading eyes, this ruler of the night

Hold his gaze steadily like you would hold a newborn made of glass
This demon, this statuesque beast of stone,

This lone king that has yearned so long for love, for life,

To see anything through his cold stone eyes

Ever so patiently he waits for that sweet warm embrace of death,
Yet death only graces those who have a soul.




“I think the instructor made it a very safe and wel-
coming space for people to share their ideas and
opinions and | really appreciated that. I loved the
opportunities for reflection and looking back on
our work, and I really enjoyed the presentation
part where I got to hear my peers.”

8TH GRADE STUDENT __,

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS REACHED
WITH A WEEK-LONG SPOKEN WORD RESI-
DENCY DURING LANGUAGE & LITERATURE,

VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

PERCENT OF STUDENTS STRONGLY
AGREED/AGREED THAT THEY ARE
BETTER WRITERS BECAUSE OF THE
SPOKEN WORD EXPERIENCE.



DIFFERENT STEAM-BASED
LEARNING ACTIVITIES FEATURED
(LEGOS, CLAY ARTS, MINI ROBOTS,
BREAKDANCING, YOGA, AND DRAMA)

“l have received so much positive
feedback from students and families
regarding their experience. Please
know you are making a huge impact
on your students.”

FAITH COLE
D97 SENIOR DIRECTOR (FORMER)



FINANCIALS

Fiscal year 2020 (audited) and 2021 (unaudited)

FY2021 FY2020
Revenue

Contributions and Grants $196,941 $180,181
Special Events (net) $30,026 $19,733
Summer Program Income $304,179 $20,585
Other Program Income $11,200 $38,901
In-Kind Goods and Services $168,371 $40,665
Interest Income $294 $2,134
Total Revenue and Support $711,011 $302,199
Expenses

Program $487,079 $307,619
Management and General $56,872 $65,262
Fundraising $33,662 $47,876
Total Expenses $577,613 $420,757
Net Income $133,398 ($118,558)
Scholarship Spending $60,143 $0
Income $193,541 ($118,558)

with BASE Camp Scholarship spending
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BUSINESS
AND
NON-PROFIT
SUPPORTERS

Anfora Wine Merchants

Babygold Barbecue

Bulley & Andrews

Good Heart Work Smart Foundation
Lakeview Bus Lines, Inc.

Oak Park Area Arts Council

Oak Park River Forest Community Foundation

Oak Park Pediatrics
Precision Control Systems
Robbins Schwartz

Sassetti LLC

STR Architects

Strellis & Field Law Offices

GRANTORS

Good Heart Work Smart
Oak Park Area Arts Council

Oak Park River Forest
Community Foundation

IN-KIND
DONORS

Oak Park Art League
Oak Park Elementary District 97
Oak Park Police Department
Dennis Watkins




“That was a really fun program! I will be
spending the weekend trying to figure
out how the magician ‘read my mind’
during the show.”

STEVE MILLER, FEATURED “MAKES MAGIC” ATTENDEE
- ————



ward BASE Camp because | know my boy:
' un. Each week is a chance for my
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“BASE Camp is a dream!
This is a pleasant return to
education after an unusual
year of Zoom education
during the pandemic. BASE
Camp checks all the boxes
and does it right and is an
absolute treasure of Oak
Park.”

CAMP PARENT

CASES OF COVID REPORTED

CENTOF FAMILIES
WOULD RECOMMEND B
S CAMPTO A FRIEND

"




OURDONORS

Jennifer and Joe Abella
Deb and Tom Abrahamson
Tali and Nick Albukerk
Morgen Alexander-Young
Claudia Amador

Leslie Anderson

Molly and Michael Andolina
Amanda Antholt and Adam Kline
Rhapsody and Brawnski Armstrong
Shannon and Riyaz Asaria
Katherine Asaro

Latonia Baker

Tracy and Peter Barber
Jacqueline Barlow

Ted and Michelle Barnes
Samantha Becker

Laurie and Steve Berggren
Carolyn and Eugene Berkes
Karen and John Berman
Alysha Biehl

Pat Blevens

Marta and Danny Block

“Mr. Dave and Mr. Joel are the best
biking teachers in the universe.”

Mena and David Boulanger

William and Debra Bork

Camille Bowman and Robert Wozniak

Patricia and Charles Brauner

Therese Brennock

Susan and Nick Bridge

Dawn Broussard and Jeffery Jenks

Diane and Edward Brown

Stephen Brown

Ana and Alejandro Builes

Julie and Brett Burwell

Briana and Thomas Butts

Maggie Cahill

Linda and Michael Caprile

Erica and Jeffrey Canzona

Joe Casanovas

Christine Chang and Brian Lee

Sarah and Roy Child

Scott and Jill Christie

Rosalinda Abrego-Christmon and Roderick
Christmon

Monica and Charles Collins

Carly and Kelli Clark

Nancy Clark

Lisa Collings and William Cleaveland

Laurie and Ben Conley

Laura and Scott Conn

Donna Cote

Marta and Matt Cote

Carrie and Matt Cotter

Lynn Cotter

Curtis and DaToya Cox

Caitlin Croake and Zach Stedt
Emily Culbertson and Harold Rees
Cathy and Whit Daily

Karen and Brian Daily

Nandini Datta and Sachin Gadhvi
Rupa Datta and Ravi Namana
Gina and Carl Daun

Jean Dawson

Dawn and Mark Deaton

Maria and Constantine Delis

Kim Dell’Angela and Tom Baggio
Laura and Steve Derks

Barbara DiEugenio and Milos Zefran
Angie Dodd and Richard Mertz
Peggy D'Orio

Audrey and Steve Dormanen
Nancy and Dave Dribin

Kate Dunne and Jordan Williams



OURDONORS

(continued)

Thomas and Linda Dunne

Emily Edlynn

Noha Elshareif and Khaled Taha
Gloria Engstrom

Meg and David Espinoza

Fleur and Tom Ewald

Barbara Feeley and Chris Castonguay
Amy and Thad Felton

Laura Flamm

Margaret Flynn and Donald Evans
Nora Flynn and Matthew Lynch
Stephanie and Jack Flynn

Katherine Frankle and David Goldman
Elizabeth Freebairn and Ken Floody
Sara and Andrew Freer

Dave and Carrie Gallagher

Molly and Matt Galo

Rajul Kothari Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
Craig and JoAnn Gantar

Louise and Jim Gates

Wendy and David Giardina

Elisa Golden

Jamie and Jacob Grant

Julie Greenberg and William Heffernan
Nancy Greer and Tom Sundling
Sarah Guernsey and Richard Holland
Heather and Christopher Guido
David Gullo and Cindy Melin

Gopal Gupta and Stephanie Weller
Melanie and Robert Halvorson
Talley and Robert Hann

Sen. Don Harmon

Rhonda Harrison

Mary Beth and Phil Hausken
Angela Hawkins and Tim Furrow
John Hedges

Sarah and Joseph Henson

Chris and JoAnne Heyer

Carey Hoersten

Edwin Holmes

Andrew Hoog and Chee-Young Kim
Jennifer Howat

Patty and Ken Hunt

Margaret Jeschke and Bart Miller
Lisa Jesik and David Koe

Ron and Michelle Johnston

Mary Ann and Dan Jordan

Joy and Lars Juhl

Amanda Kaleta-Kott and Jeff Kott
Robin Kalish and David Nabwangu
Carrie Kamm

Melissa and Kenneth Kansa

Prabha Kaundinya

Kazuya and Chiaki Kawamura

Jill and Randall Keller

Elizabeth and Sean Kelley
Stephanie Kiesling and David Layden
Kathleen and Tim Kincer

Rick and Cheryl King

Stephanie Kissam and David Dumas
Karen Kitto

Lisa and Brian Kitzman

Alma and Josh Klein

Jamie Klobuchar

Jerry Klobuchar

Frances Knechel and Charles Vos
Jennifer Kovar and Jason Cascarino

Lisa and Scott Kozicki

Ann and Carl Kreiter

Angie and Todd Kuna

Kate and Greg Larson

Lindsey Lavery

Laura and Jacek Lazarczyk
Audrey and Byron Lee

Wendy Levine

Katherine and Ryan Liebl

Valerie and John Lipic

Elizabeth and Alex Lippitt
Barrington Lopez

Gudelia Lopez and Peter Wallin
Amy and Eric Ludwig

Sophia Lyman and Robert Vandermeer
Nancy Lynn and Andy Teitelman
Lisa and Ryan Magnuson

Sharmill Majmudar

Alicia Malloy and John Chapin
Linda and Shaun Marko
Diamond Martin

Ruth Masters and Loren Williams
Cassandra and Aaron May

Eric and Sarah Mayeda

Barbara and John Mayes

Stacey and Quinten McCord
Katherine and Daniel McElligott
Erma Medgyesy

Nadine and Robert Mehl

Kate and Erik Meier

Jane Meister

Julia Mellow

Pamela and Charlie Meyerson
Elizabeth and Christopher Miller
Amanda and Christopher Miller
Joan and Wayne Miller

Sarah Staszak Miller and Steve Miller
Dana and Marlon Millhouse

Julie Moller

Susan Montgomery

Kerri Morris

Donna Myers and Aaron Lebovitz
Sara and Edward Naureckas
Kathryn and Alan Nesburg

Shari and Terry Noland

Emily and Ken Novak

Gwen and Tom O’Loughlin
Elizabeth and Francis Olympio
Margaret O'Malley

Kathy and Adekunle Onayemi
Chidinma Osineme

Libbey and Michael Paul

Nadine Peacock

Jane and Hank Pearsall

Eva and William Pearson

Lindsey Pearson and Christopher Rodriguez
Pam Penney

Elizabeth Perdue and Sanford Greenberg
Diane and Perry Pero

Joan and Jeffrey Petertil

Stacy and James Pfluecke

Mary Pikul

Magda Kruszynska-Piper and Jeffrey Piper
Renee Pleshar

Rebecca Porterfield

Carrie and Mike Powers

Maureen Powers

Judy Presta and Mark Geraci
Robert Quashie

Jenny Raia and Jonathan Tremper

Diane Ratekin and Tom Yates
Rachel and Kyle Rettberg

Dawn and Mike Ricciardi

Dario and Jodi Roque

Amy Rouse-Ho

Linda and Mike Ryan

Laura and Scott Sakiyama

Sandy Sameshima

Alicia Sams and Tom Knight
Monica and Ben Saydah
Meredith and David Schacht
Marcia and Paul Schattauer

Ariel and Tom Schick

Janet and Ken Schiffman

Alison Schoen

Aly and Matt Schoenfeldt

Linda and Jeff Schroeder

Teresa and Roy Sears

Lisa and Jason Sensat

Patrick and Silvia Shannon

Brian Shinners

Inga and Bob Simitz

Amy and Caleb Sjoblom

Carole Smith

Gregory Smith

Molly and Greg Snow

Steve Snyder and Jennifer Cunningham
Lisa and Eric Sorensen

Bob Spatz and Lisa Ginet
Stephanie Springs

Holly Spurlock

Moira and Mitch Staggs

Jennifer and Ted Staszak

Patricia Staszak

Amy Stenstrom

Barbara Stoldt and Robert Ray
Matthew Suss

Erin Taback and Doug Hyman
Christine Tanner and Joseph Doyle
Karen Tardy

Mark Thompson

Sonya and Marc Thompson
Michael Townsend

Leslie Truelove

Thomas Turk

Brooke and Patrick Turnock
Toshiko Uchida and Douglas Rainey
Jeanine Veldman

Lara Vergoth

Gordon Waldron and Kathleen Schroer
Nancy Waichler

Nan and Bob Walicki

Sally Wallace

Virginia Wallace

Don and Cidney Walter

John Walter

Catherine Ward and Juan Villafane
David Weindling and Sherry Nordstrom
Adrian Weisell

Rosanna Wells

Kelly Wilson and Brian Chang
Deborah Wolkstein

Wailin Wong and Alec Nevala-Lee
Alyson Woody

Ginger and Phil Yarrow

Eranthie Yeshwant

Sara and Josh Yount

Joy and James Zucker



PTO
PARTNERS

Beye School PTO

Brooks Middle School PTO
Hatch School PTO

Julian Middle School PTO
Lincoln School PTO
Longfellow School PTO
Whittier School PTO

VOLUNTEERS

Seth Baker

Dr. Tara Brito

Dr. Noel Chavez
John Colucci

Lisa Kitzman

Jill Kramer Goldstein
Miles Lee

Sandy Sameshima
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President
Carrie Cotter

Vice President
Leslie Truelove

Treasurer
Bob Walicki

Molly Andolina
Michael Arensdorff
Jason Cascarino
Jennifer Howat
Venus Hurd-Johnson
Douglas Hyman
Jamie Klobuchar
Eboney Lofton
Carrie Powers
Nancy Ross Dribin
Jennifer Staszak

OUR STAFF

Executive Director
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber

Programs Director
Latonia Baker

Director of Development
Karen Daily

Operations Coordinator
Susan Raphael

Marketing
and Communications
Ellen Maliff

OPEF Graphic Designer
Nancy Gonzalez

PROGRAM COORDINATORS

Arts Coordinator
Joel Javier

LEGO Mindstorms/Geared Up
Gretchen Junker

Spoken Word Artist
and Teachers

mo Santiago

John Colucci

Miles Lee




