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GROWING TODAY FOR

A BRIGHT
FUTURE 

TOMORROW



OUR MISSION  
IS TO BRING

HANDS-ON
STEAM 

OPPORTUNITIES TO YOUTH
THAT INSPIRE A LIFE-LONG

LOVE OF LEARNING



THIS  summer, we made a lasting mark outside four 
elementary schools, installing vibrant mosaic murals of a 
blooming tree. Those trees also remind us of our reinvention 
as an organization—branching out towards a new future 
while firmly rooted by our 30-year history inspiring children.
We’ve spent the last year digging deep to develop an ambitious path forward, a 
three-year strategic plan developed from a wealth of feedback from the donors, 
volunteers and experts who have nurtured our growth for three decades.

We are doubling down on what we do well—hands-on, minds-on learning that gives 
students new ways to shine. We are renewing our programs and our board to stay 
relevant and meaningful to the families we serve. We are evolving while staying 
true to our values. 

Our enriching experiences will inspire a more diverse generation of artists, 
architects, designers, engineers and scientists. And we couldn’t do it without you!

Our deepest gratitude, 

 

Tracy Dell’Angela Barber Steve Miller 
Executive Director President

Dear Friends,



NUMBER OF HOURS OF ROBOTICS COACHING EXPERIENCED 
BY A STUDENT COMPETING IN THE VEX LEAGUE

There’s this feeling 
you accomplished 
something great. It 
pushes you towards 
being excited for the 
next level.” 

LONGFELLOW STUDENT 
AFTER COMPLETING HER 
LEGO MINDSTORMS 
ROBOTICS RESIDESNCY

110
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VEX ROBOTICS

THIRD  graders at Holmes 
Elementary activated a range of 
STEAM skills during this twist on a 
typical Geared Up lesson. During art 
class, students used their creativity, 
engineering know-how and photo 
editing skills to create a 3D homage 
to Dutch artist Theo Jansen – moving 
sculptures called Strandbeests. 
The students decorated their 
programmable LEGO Strandbeests, 
then filmed them against a green 
screen backdrop performing their 
special beest-y function, from beach 
cleanups to money collection. 

GEARED UP

He enjoys VEX Robotics so 
much and the teamwork 
is fantastic. It is definitely 
bolstering his enthusiasm 
in every way.” 

PARENT
OF COMPETITIVE LEAGUE STUDENT

30 
BUSINESS AND 
  NON-PROFIT  
 SUPPORTERS 

Alliance Data Systems
Amazon Smile Foundation
Aria Group Architects, Inc.
Beyond Hunger
Bulley & Andrews LLC
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Colucci Printing & Promotions
Community Bank of Oak Park River Forest
Lakeview Bus Lines, Inc.
DocuSign
Dolby Laboratories
Downtown Oak Park
Fidelity Charitable
Franczek, P.C.

Fresh Thyme
Google Matching Gifts Program
Lively Athletics
Nalco
Network For Good
Oak Park District 97 Employees
Oak Park Pediatrics Ltd
Oak Park River Forest Community 
Foundation
Precision Control Systems, Inc.
Sassetti, Ltd
Schwab Charitable
STR Partners LLC
Whole Foods Market
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ENGINEERING 
THE FUTURE



FIRST  graders in Lincoln’s 
Spanish Immersion class explore the 
Mayan and Aztec art of the codex 
book with teaching artist Guillermo 
Delgado, sharing ideas in Spanish to 
detail their own family traditions and 
rituals. They design and paint their 
own codex books using a custom 
palette they create by mixing primary 
and secondary colors. This residency 
illuminates the potential of a truly 
cross-curricular activity that weaves 
together history, culture, language, 
literature and art.

ART START

SPOKEN WORD

The best moments happen after a class 
slam or even the gradewide slam, when 
another teacher will come up to me 
and say, ‘I’ll never look at this kid in 
the same way.’ The pieces these kids 
write are so revealing. It checks us on 
our biases and assumptions about the 
kids in front of us. It allows us teachers 
to see them for who they really are. 
When we can remind kids that they 
have a voice, that we care and we want 
to listen to them, well, it’s all smooth 
sailing after that.”

JOHN COLUCCI
SPOKEN WORD COACH AND 6TH LANGUAGE AND 
LITERATURE TEACHER AT JULIAN

OUR DONORS
Jennifer and Joseph Abella
Deb and Tom Abrahamson
Rosalinda Abrego-Christmon and Roderick 
Christmon
Anne and Howard Adelstein
Steve and Betsy Adelstein
Tali and Nick Albukerk
Stacy Alexander
Holle and Loren Andersen
Floyd and Lee Ann Anderson
Jan Arnold and Mary Anderson
Tracie Anderson

Molly and Michael Andolina
Norma Lopez Anello and Daniel Anello
Jing and Frederick Arkin
Monika and Ian Atkinson
Kim Dell’Angela and Tom Baggio
Bill and Ann Baker
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber and Peter Barber
Jacqueline Barlow
Mariannell and Tom Bassett-Dilley
Leah and Paul Beckwith
Kellyn Marks and John Belcaster
Carolyn and Eugene Berkes
Alysha Biehl
Dr. Julie and William Blankemeier
Jennifer Vachon and Craig Bonnell

William Bork
Camille Bowman
Patricia and Charles Brauner
Susan and Nick Bridge
Matt and Ronika Briesch
Graham Brisben
Lori and Zachary Browder
Mary Brown
Valerie Brown
Keecia Broy
Lindsay and Matt Bruce
Elizabeth and Stephen Bruner
Tiffany Brunson
Micah Sjoblom and Ann Burke
Margot McMahon and Dan Burke
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VISION AND 
VOICES



Art Start allows 
students to experience 
new things they don’t 
have the opportunity 
to do so otherwise, 
especially when we 
consider the cost of 
doing art activities 
outside of school. 
Having Art Start during 
the school day allows 
a more equitable 
experience for all.” 

SHANNON SALINY
HOLMES KINDERGARTEN 
TEACHER

33,033
Hours of Hands-On, Minds-On Experiences 

brought to Oak Park students
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81%
PERCENTAGE OF OUR EXPENSES

SPENT ON PROGRAMMING
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In Science Alliance, 
students learn how 
to puzzle through 
mysteries with local 
experts in exciting 
ways – they touch 
brains, launch 
rockets, examine 
native plants at the 
Trailside Museum, 
and peer at cell 
structures under 
microscopes.”

HEATHER GUIDO
SCIENCE ALLIANCE 
CO-COORDINATOR AND 
D97 PARENT



ARCHITECTURE ADVENTURE

TWO  Lincoln 5th grade girls 
toss their heads and laugh as they inch 
closer and closer to one another  
during a science experiment measuring 
distance and “personal space” 
perceptions. Led by longtime Science 
Alliance neuroscientist Dr. Jim Kerns, 
this data-collecting demonstration 
illuminates how gender, culture, age 
and friendship affect perceptions of 
personal space in an engaging way for 
his young scientists. Dr. Kern’s four-week 
residency also includes other hands-on 
lessons about brain science, personality, 
and the mind/body connection. 

SCIENCE ALLIANCE

The students were excited 
about the real world link to 
sustainable homes. I really 
appreciate the flexibility of 
coordinating and projects.“ 

CASEY KLEMP
HATCH ELEMENTARY ART TEACHER

OUR DONORS
(Continued) 

Charisse and David Burns
Megan and Dave Butman
Don Southworth and Marilyn Cantisano
Jeff and Erica Canzona
Linda and Michael Caprile
April Capuder
Bess and Candelario Celio
Brian Chang
Alicia Malloy and John Chapin
Judy Chrisman
Karen and Josh Chrisman

Nancy Clark
Lisa Collings and William Cleaveland
Annette and Brian Coffee
Monica Collins
John Colucci
Linda and Kevin Conway
Jeffrey Roberts and Jennifer Costanzo
Donna Cote
Marta and Matt Cote
Carrie and Matt Cotter
Elizabeth Cotter
Gloria and Bruce Cox
Matthew Langenberg and Laura Crawford
Karen and Ned Crowley
William Crozier

Gary Cuneen
Elyse and David Cutler
Karen and Brian Daily
Cathy and Whit Daily
Linda Gilbert Dallam
Ravi Namana and Rupa Datta
Dawn and Mark Deaton
Lou and Carol Dell’Angela
Robert Roy and Anne Doherty
Anne and David Doherty
Angela Dolezal
Amy Blair and Chad Doobay
Audrey and Steve Dormanen
Ana Garcia-Doyle and Jim Doyle
Amy Yates and Steven Drickey
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DISCOVERING 
REAL

SOLUTIONS
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The innovative and 
engaging educational 
programs offered 
by OPEF not only 
enhance classroom 
learning in District 
97, but also provide 
our students with 
exciting opportunities 
to explore, experiment 
and create.” 

DR. CAROL KELLEY
D97 Superintendent

“
The steadfast 
generosity of our 
donors has allowed us 
to grow and serve our 
D97 students for 30 
years and will lead us 
well into the future.” 

KAREN DAILY
OPEF director of development

“

I had a very 
illuminating 
experience, and 
I wish more people 
could participate. 
I reinforced my 
teamwork skills 
and improved my 
leadership aptitude.”

AIDAN BERTOCCHINI
student on the Julian 
VEX Robotics team

“

By bringing energy, 
passion and creativity 
to each of its programs, 
OPEF ignites energy, 
passion and creativity in 
each kid it serves – and 
it serves a lot of kids!”

JUDY GREFFIN
OPEF donor every year for the past 
15 years

“

D97
LEADER

BOARD
MEMBER

I have seen the impact 
of OPEF’s full array of 
programs on learners 
and teachers, and 
I know OPEF’s mission 
seeks to concretely 
address equitable 
access to the learning 
opportunities that 
we know spark kids’ 
learning.” 

NORA FLYNN
Longtime OPEF board member 
and D97 reading specialist

“

Thanks to OPEF, in only 
two years all 5th graders 
in D97 will have 
experience coding a 
robot! Students are 
improving their four C’s 
of 21st century skills 
– critical thinking, 
communication, 
collaboration, and 
creativity – and 
helping our students 
become future ready.”

ERIN HOWE
Hatch Elementary teacher  
and librarian

“

TEACHER

 DONOR

STAFF

STUDENT 

Robotics team is 
not practice for the 
real world, it is the 
real world. The club 
experience equips 
students with the 
skills and mindsets 
that will help them 
gain the confidence to 
tackle any challenge.” 

TIM WALSH
Julian head coach, VEX Robotics 
League 

“

PROGRAM 
LEADER



I have seen firsthand 
the engaging STEAM 
opportunities that 
spark student interest 
in future learning and 
help to strengthen 
connections within 
our community. We 
are very fortunate 
to partner with an 
organization committed 
to providing our 
students with inclusive 
and innovative real-
world experiences.”

JOHN HODGE
principal of Irving Elementary 
School

“
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PRINCIPAL

It is my honor and 
pleasure to volunteer 
for OPEF because of the 
way their programs 
continue to grow and 
evolve to have the most 
impact on the greatest 
number of children in 
Oak Park.”

WENDY GIARDINA
Bingo Bash volunteer committee

“

VOLUNTEER

HOW IS OPEF GROWING
TODAY FOR A
BRIGHT
FUTURE 

TOMORROW?

Thanks so much for 
offering this great 
camp for our kids! It’s 
awesome that so many 
teachers lend their 
skills to create such 
a fun environment. 
The schedule is great, 
the ladies at aftercare 
are the best and we 
now look forward to it 
every summer.” 

BRITTANY
mom of 9-year old BASE camper

“

PARENT



On  the last day of a new BASE 
Camp called Carnival Game Maker, 
visitors darted from one cleverly 
invented game to another, scoring 
fistfuls of blue tickets they hoped to 
cash in for prizes. Carnival campers 
spent the week conceptualizing 
favorite ideas, exploring recycled 
materials, sketching designs, learning 
construction techniques and 
engineering through various design 
bugs. The final products – billiard 
tables, plinko challenges, dunking 
competitions and mazes – engaged 
dozens of parents and other campers 
in a high-energy celebration.

BASE CAMP

We were lucky enough 
to get a scholarship this 
year. But without that 
financial help, it would 
be impossible for my 
child to participate.” 

BASE CAMP PARENT 
SUMMER 2019

OUR DONORS
(Continued) 

Martha and Thomas Dwyer
Jonathan Ellwanger
Sandra Emerson
Gloria Engstrom
Kevin Johnson and Meredith Farster
Lisa Faulkner
Julia Faust
Paul Aeschleman and Patricia Feeley
Amy and Thad Felton
Michele Zurakowski and John Flanigan
Elizabeth Freebairn and Ken Floody

Deirdre Flynn
Stephanie and Jack Flynn
Donald Evans and Margaret Flynn
Matthew Lynch and Nora Flynn
Sean and Emily Flynn
Andrea Fouchia
David Goldman and Katherine Frankle
Shauna Fulbright-Paxton
Drs. Rajul Kothari Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
Gloria and John Garofalo
Sue Crothers and Bill Gee
Angela and Eric Gershenson
Wendy and David Giardina
Gillian Siegel and Steven Gillman
Clare and Adam Golla

Barbara and Robert Graham
Zoe and James Greco
Beryl Greenberg
Jill and Jimmy Greenfield
Nathaniel Whalen and Margaret Greenwood
Tom Sundling and Nancy Greer
Judy and Bill Greffin
Lary Grimaldi
Heidi and Jeff Groulx
Heather Guido
Ellyn Gullo
Jill and Larry Haas
Samina Hadi-Tabassum
Lynn Kamenitsa and Jon Hale
Constantine Megaridis and Katharine Hamerton

SCHOLARSHIPS
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REAL-WORLD 
CONNECTIONS



I love this camp 
to the tip of my 
heart, and I wish I 
was here forever.” 

BASE CAMPER
ORIGAMI MOVIE SHORTS
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$645
123 BASE Campers

received a scholarship, each averaging



REVENUE

We served

1,293
6th and 7th graders 
with Spoken Word 

residencies

LEGO Mindstorms reached 

343
 fifth graders in its 

pilot year

Architecture Adventure
students selected among

8
environmental features 

for their “sustainable 
dream homes”

New Staszak Educator 
Award given to 

1
extraordinary 

District 97 
teacher 

Real-World 
Experts 

22
volunteer scientists 

shared their expertise 
with students

 

16
artists-in-residence 
inspired creativity in 

10 schools

EXPENSES
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Contributions 
and Grants

Special 
Events

Other 
Program 

Income

Robot builders spent a combined

1,260
hours building and coding 

for In-House Club

Admin

Fundraising

In-Kind 
Goods and 

Services

10%

9%

BASE Camp
Income
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GRANTS
Dart Foundation

Good Heart  
Work Smart

Manaaki Foundation

Oak Park Area 
Arts Council

15
IN-KIND 
DONORS

We sold 

2,493
BASE camp sessions 

in summer 2019

We enrolled 

943
BASE campers in 

summer 2019

We hired 

88
Oak Park teens and teachers to 

inspire BASE Campers 

We installed 

6
mosaic murals at 

D97 schools 

FINANCIALS

244
supporters attended our 

first-ever Bingo Bash 
fundraiser 

Fiscal year unaudited 2018-19 and 2017-18

REVENUE FY2019 FY2018

Contribution and Grants $ 167,101 $ 140,372

Special Events $ 89,390 $ 85,655

BASE Camp Income $ 409,972 $ 380,850

Other Program Income $ 40,449 $ 9,300

In-Kind Goods and Services $ 220,383 $ 203,764

Interest Income $ 1,326 $ 678 

Total Revenue and Support $ 928,621 $ 820,619

EXPENSES FY2018 FY2017

Program $ 743,503 $ 699,128 

Management and General $ 90,734 $ 77,569

Fundraising $ 84,132 $ 92,771

Total Expenses $ 918,369 $ 869,468

Net Income $ 10,252 -$ 48,849

Grant Spending $ 71,505 $ 73,791

INCOME $ 81,757 $ 24,942 
with BASE Camp Scholarship dollars included

AA Rental Center
Neal Cohen
Courageous Bakery
William Ennis
Angie Hawkins
Alice Ireland and Wayne Juhnke
La Colombe
Michele McAndrews

Oak Park Elementary District 97
Racine Danish Kringles
School of Rock
Stephen and Mary Jo Schuler
Amy Struckmeyer
Unity Temple
Bruce and Kim Wojack
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OUR DONORS
(Continued) 

Cathy Hamilton
Talley and Robert Hann
Senator and Mrs. Don Harmon
Rhonda Harrison
Mary Beth and Phil Hausken
Harriet Hausman
Timothy Furrow and Angela Hawkins
Beth and Mike Hayes
Julie Greenberg and William Heffernan
Elizabeth and Andy Hibel
Nancy and David Hines
Ann Courter and Norman Hirsch
John Hodge
Barbara and Brad Hoffman
Chee-Young Kim and Andrew Hoog
Jennifer Howat
Patty and Ken Hunt
Mike Ciacciarelli and Margaret Janavicius
Lisa Jesik and David Koe
Sara Dixon Spivy and Preston Jones
Mary Ann and Dan Jordan
Joy and Lars Juhl
Rita and Todd Kahn
Amanda Kaleta-Kott and Jeff Kott
Elena and Kandiah Kanagandram
Elizabeth and Gregory Kane
Melissa and Kenneth Kansa
Elizabeth Keating
Sue Kehias and Jason Koerner
Dr. Colleen Keleher
Peggy and Kevin Kell
Dr. Carol Kelley
Dr. Jim Kerns
Rick and Cheryl King
Karen Kitto

Lisa and Brian Kitzman
Laszlo Medgyesy and Jamie Klobuchar
Jerry Klobuchar
Diane Boese and Troy Koch
Tamara and Jason Koransky
Kerrie and David Korzatkowski
Renee and Kris Kotte
Dr. Elizabeth J. Kovacs
Mike and Lisa Kozak
Celine Krafft
Angie and Todd Kuna
Dr. David Kupperman and  
Mrs. Phyllis Kupperman
Laura and Jacek Lazarczyk
Nancy and Jack Leavy
Audrey and Byron Lee
Kathleen and Miles Lee
Leslie Levy
Lewis-Sebring Family Foundation 
Jaime and Jared Lewis
Stacia Smith and Carl Lingenfelter
Valerie and John Lipic
Chris and Kirk Liskiewitz
Joseph Locke
Lisa Loerzel
Andrea and Mike Lofgren
Barrington Lopez
Christina and Steve Loranz
Karl Emanuel and Karen Louie
Kimberly Louis
Gina and John Lowell
Phil and Paula Maggio
Julie and Paul Mann
Sheryl and David Martin
Maggie Kelly and Chris Marzec
Victoria Maslowski
Marge and James Massarello
Mary and Dan Matas
Barbara and John Mayes

Michele and Bob McAndrews
Jeanne and Tim McCoy
James Allen and Molly McNamara
Jennifer McNulty
Erma Medgyesy
Nadine and Robert Mehl
Kate and Erik Meier
Mike Meier
Julia Mellow
Jeff Jacobson and Lillian Messih
The Honorable Pamela Meyerson and  
Mr. Charlie Meyerson
Margaret Jeschke and Bart Miller
Amanda and Christopher Miller
Scott and Kristin Miller
Sarah Staszak Miller and Steve Miller
Joan and Wayne Miller
Carole and Larry Mitchener
Moller Family Foundation
Heather Moore
Dr. Julia Eckersley and Ian Morrison
Katherine and Ryan Liebl
Donna Myers and Aaron Lebovitz
Tracy Scott-Naber and Scott Naber
Laura and Steven Nations
Sara and Ted Naureckas
Nayar Family Foundation
Nara and Narayan Nayar
Kathryn and Alan Nesburg
Christopher Smith and Lillian Nogue
Shari and Terry Noland
Mary Lou and Marty Noll
Ken and Emily Novak
Rose and Jack Nowicki
Hannah and Jim O’Connor
Gwen and Tom O’Loughlin
Karla and Michael Oberholtzer
Mary and Ralph Oesterle
Ellen Buralli and Sherry Oliphant

I learned so much about the process of creating 
mosaics and working collaboratively with 
students and their families to realize a shared 
vision. Plans are already underway to expand 
our mosaic so that it can have an even greater 
impact on our school community.” 

JENNY RAIA
LONGFELLOW ART TEACHER
WHO WORKED WITH A LOCAL MURALIST ON ONE OF FOUR 
MINI-MOSAIC PROJECTS CREATED AS PART OF BASE CAMP

You make 
this work 
possible
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Kristi and Michael Oltman
Kathy and Adekunle Onayemi
Greg Wolski and Wendy Owen
Adam and Kelly Oxer
Mike Padavic
Darla and John Patterson
Libbey and Michael Paul
Nadine Peacock
Eva and Bill Pearson
Diane and Perry Pero
Joan and Jeffrey Petertil
Edward and Patricia Petrick
Mark Petrick
Jamie Petrzelka
Stacy and James Pfluecke
Magda Kruszynska-Piper and Jeffrey Piper
Dr. and Mrs. John Piper
Renee Pleshar
Deb and Steve Poe
Maureen Powers
Carrie and Mike Powers
Becky Tinkham and Chris Prouty
Megan and Timothy Puntillo
Rajani and Vijay Raghavan
Toshiko Uchida and Douglas Rainey
Tom Yates and Diane Ratekin
Robert Miller and Amy Renzulli
Rachel and Kyle Rettberg
Michele and Dave Revsine
Therese and John Rigas
Harriette and McLouis Robinet
Kathryn Rodger
Nancy and Josh Rolock
Brian Roman
Jennifer Smiley and Steve Rowe
Linda and Mike Ryan
Tamiko Saame
Eduardo Santiago

Josh Tepfer and Beth Sauers
Al Flynn and Theresa Sauvageau
Monica and Ben Saydah
Meredith and David Schacht
Dr. Lisa Chorzempa-Schainis and Rodney 
Schainis
Marianne and David Schiavone
Janet and Ken Schiffman
Ruth and Joel Schoenmeyer
Linda and Jeff Schroeder
Norah and Teddy Scott
Angie Seder
Marcia and Ed Segal
Lisa and Jason Sensat
Patrick and Silvia Shannon
Joe and Kandy Shapiro
Robert Shaw
Abigail Silva
Theresa Silva
Inga and Bob Simitz
Jennifer Singer
Jeff Gillman and Michelle Siu
Joseph Smith
Faith Smith-Cole
Cindy Snydacker
Lisa and Eric Sorensen
Amy and Gary Soumar
Lisa Ginet and Bob Spatz
Ted Jennings and Robin Spencer
Stephanie Springs
Holly Spurlock
Kimberlee Smith
Kristina and Richard St. Pierre
Brad Beile and Laura Stamp
Claire and Luke Staszak
Patricia Staszak
Jennifer and Ted Staszak
Natalie and Zac Staszak
Judd Stitziel

Mike Groennendaal and Sandra StLaurent
Amy Struckmeyer and James Skalla
Jean and Kurt Struckmeyer
Kay Subaitis
Judy Weik and Rick Sumner
Jim Taglia
Karen Tardy
Shannon Callahan and Niles Townsend
Cindy Traczyk
Leslie Truelove
Gregory Vachon
Jane Vachon
Christa Van Ermen
Geraldine Velarde
Rich and Katrina Vigsnes
Nancy Waichler
Kathleen Schroer and Gordon Waldron
Drs. Nan and Bob Walicki
Sunil Peddakotla and Arti Walker-Peddakotla
Sally Wallace
Jason Patenaude and Stephanie Walquist
Don and Cidney Walter
Sarah Miyata and Stephan Weber
Paul Henrys and Helen Wei
Sherry Nordstrom and David Weindling
Sandra Williams and Peter Weismantle
Jeanne Affelder and Jeffrey Weissglass
Lisa Layher-White and Christian White
Kristine and Arlen Wiley
Ruth Masters and Loren Williams
Joan Winstein
Cathy and Joe Wojtowicz
Sallie and Chuck Wolf
Deborah Wolkstein
Ginger and Phil Yarrow
Amanda and Rick Young
Sara and Josh Yount
Maura and Steven Zeller

I like how I got to write about a subject that was 
important to me … and learn something about 
my classmates from listening to their poems.” 

BROOKS 7TH GRADER 
AFTER SPOKEN WORD RESIDENCY
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VOLUNTEERS
Mary Anderson
Daniela Andrei
Jan Arnold
Tom Baggio
Anjanique Barber
Peter Barber
Gabi Barriuso
Mia Barriuso
Jessica Moncatch Baylin
Mark Bazer
Lajeune Belcher
Madeline Block
Valerie Brown
Katie Buesser
Build Chicago
Julie Burwell
Jordi Cabana Jimenez
Robert Calin-Jageman
Sean Carlin
Dylan Carson
Jasmin Cleofe
George Coalson
Sarah Coleman
Jake Cramer
Charlotte Crosby
Silver Daniel 
Scott Darrow
Rupa Datta
Viviana De La Rosa
Kim Dell’Angela
Deanna Durica
Maxwell Dykla
Kyle Eichenberger
Ella Farmer
Chris Ferrigno
Karen Fogg
Linda Francis
Mary Furman

Seven Generations Ahead
Carson Geye
Wendy Giardina
Thomas Gill
Elizabeth Goodman
Deepa Gupta
Rachel Hahs
Pat Hamblin
Autumn Hamer
Jonah Hartwig
Craig Hendee
Sylvia Hernandez
Sarah Homrock
Andrew Hoog
Jennifer Howat
Erin Howe
Katie Hulse
Kathryn Humphreys
Beyond Hunger
Dove Hunter
Kathleen Janosky
Paul Johnson
Sara Johnson
Amanda Kaleta-Kott
Amelia Kansa
Yousef Karim
Stellan Karim
Takuma Kawamura
Colleen Keleher
Jim Kerns
Adam Kessler
Will Keyes
Alma Klein
Stephanie Kloster-De La Rosa
Lillian Kong
Julie Kostalansky
Folkert Kosten
Kristi Kosten
Jen Kovar
Jason Krozel
David Kupperman 
Peggy Lau

Sally Laurent-Muehleisen
Lisa Lazzara
Leticia Leffel
Knox Lingenfelter
Zane Maggio
Jennifer Malone
Maeve McAndrews
Bob McAndrews
Eamon McAndrews
John Michelotti
Ben Moyer
Lauren Murphy
Narayan Nayar
Vesna Nikolic
Sherry Nordstrom
Maggie Parker
Dan Parker
Aiden Parker
Bridget Parker
Michael Paul
William Pawlikowski
Kay Perry
Melanie Pivarski
Andy Quirk
Rajani Raghavan
Halle Rigden
Bruce Rindler
Jennifer Risley
Dennis Roarty
RSVP (Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program)
Linda Ryan
Nancy Ryan
Michael Sensat
Emet Sensat
Lucy Shepherd
Thaddeous Shultz
Inga Simitz
Eleanor Skalla
Henry Skalla
James Skalla
Ginger Slade

Nathan Snydacker
Gary Soumar
Richard St. Pierre
Benjamin Stark
Tao Tao Stolz
Ben Streiffer
Phoenix Sullivan
Rhona Taylor
Jill Torres
Toshi Uchida
Christy Uchida
Katrina Vigsnes
Nan Walicki
Sam Warzecha
Chris Weber 
David Weindling
Xander Wells
Andi Whalen
Marilyn Wheeler
Melissa Wilt
Henry Wolf
Jenny Yang
Kai Yokoo
Corentin Zimmowitch

PTO CONTRIBUTORS
Beye Elementary PTO
Brooks Middle PTO
Hatch Elementary PTO
Holmes Elementary PTO
Irving Elementary PTO
Julian MIddle PTO
Lincoln Elementary PTO
Longfellow Elementary PTO
Mann Elementary PTO
Whittier Elementary PTO

The Spoken Word event was incredibly moving, 
sometimes humorous, raw and honest. Thank 
you for shepherding students through the 
process of producing art and sharing their 
stories, their truths and their experiences 
through poetry and spoken word.” 

KAREN FOGG
BEYE ELEMENTARY TEACHER
RESPECT THE MIC JUDGE
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OUR BOARD
President 
Steve Miller

Vice Presidents 
Libbey Paul 
Carrie Cotter

Treasurer 
Bob Walicki

Secretary 
Nora Flynn

Jennifer Abella
Molly Andolina
Jason Cascarino
Monica Collins
Jonathan Ellwanger
Douglas Hyman
Carol Kelley
Chee-Young Kim
Jung Kim
Lisa Kitzman
Jamie Klobuchar
Eboney Lofton
Katherine Murray-Liebl
Shari Noland
Carrie Powers
Kyle Rettberg
Holly Spurlock
Leslie Truelove
Amy Warke

OUR STAFF
Executive Director 
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber

Director of Marketing and 
Communications 
Laura Garcia 

Director of Development 
Karen Daily 

Operations Manager 
Anne Doherty 

BASE Co-Director,  
Staff and Curriculum 
Angie Hawkins

BASE Co-Director,  
Operations and Management 
Amy Struckmeyer 

PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
Architecture Adventure 
Maya Bird-Murphy

Arts Coordinator (Art Start, Spoken Word) 
Joel Javier

Geared Up/LEGO Mindstorms 
Gretchen Junker

Robotics 
Michele Velarde McAndrews

Science Alliance 
Seth Baker 
Heather Guido

Spoken Word Artists and Teachers
John Colucci
Miles Lee
Christian Robinson
Mo Santiago

VEX Coaches
Brian Shinners (head coach, Brooks)
Tim Walsh (head coach, Julian)
Kevin Berger
Marc Bishop
Valerie Brown
Joe Casanovas
Gretchen Junker
Jason Morrell
Tasia Pena-Rodriguez
Miranda Tucker

2019 TEAM



OPEF  inspires students, mentors them 
and opens their eyes to interests and abilities 
they never knew they had. We are a privately 
funded non profit that brings scientists, artists, 
poets, technology experts and architects into 
classrooms at every Oak Park school. opef.org.

260 Madison Street, Oak Park IL 60302
(708) 524-3023


