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SHINE
ENSURING ALL STUDENTS CAN



As we approach our third decade serving 

Oak Park families, we are doubling down on what 

we do well, reinventing ourselves in measurable 

ways, and staying true to our values. 



Friends,
DEAR

At the Oak Park Education Foundation, we work every day to deliver on our 
community’s shared vision of equity and ensure ALL students can shine with 
hands-on, minds-on enrichment.

From Geared Up to Spoken Word, students are discovering new interests and 
hidden talents during in-class residencies. This coming year, we are expanding 
Spoken Word to all sixth and seventh grade English classrooms. We also are 
introducing robotics to fifth graders in four pilot schools so hundreds of 
elementary students can explore coding and design.

Every year, OPEF has expanded its Scholarship Fund, and this summer we served 
a record 124 qualifying students, meeting our goal of ensuring  that BASE Camp 
reflects the economic diversity of our community.

Our enriching experiences will inspire a more diverse generation of artists, 
architects, designers, engineers and scientists.

We couldn’t do this work without the support, donations and countless volunteer 
hours from loyal supporters like you. Thank you so much for all you do.

 

 
 
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber Steve Miller 
Executive Director  President



Number of Hands-On, Minds-On
Experiences in Oak Park Schools

I would definitely 
recommend Spoken 
Word to a friend 
because it is a safe 
space where you 
can express yourself 
while becoming a 
better writer. Even if 
you don’t like to write 
poetry it is incredibly 
fun and helpful.” 

7TH GRADER 
BROOKS MIDDLE SCHOOL

4,148 
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ART START

A  beaming 7th grader at Brooks 
Middle School, who persevered 
through years of literacy struggles, 
wins his in-class slam in Spoken 
Word.  William performs a poem 
packed with raw emotion and vivid 
imagery, and his classmates reward 
him with cheers, snaps and cries of 
“bring the heat!” William typically 
withdraws during writing lessons, 
but he discovered a new interest 
and hidden talent during his Spoken 
Word residency, which served every 
seventh grade English class and draws 
additional students through after-
school clubs at Julian and Brooks.   

SPOKEN WORD

I am always amazed at how my kids rise 
to the challenge presented to them as 
performers. Even if they are nervous, they 
really give their best effort, which allows 
them to grow, overcome their fears, and 
celebrate their accomplishments. I’m glad 
to give the kids an opportunity to flex 
muscles they don’t usually get to at home 
or in the classroom. It helps them to realize 
that their talent, strength and intelligence 
can be displayed in ways other than with a 
pen and paper.” 

LEKEYA SHEARRILL
VISITING ARTIST

OUR FRIENDS
Jennifer and Joseph Abella
Deb and Tom Abrahamson
Jan Arnold and Mary Anderson
Michail and Yoko Avramov
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber and Peter Barber
Christine and Brian Bonomo
Bess and Candelario Celio
Brian Chang
Lisa Colpoys and Catherine Schneider
Matt and Marta Cote
Carrie and Matt Cotter
Karen and Brian Daily

Cathy and Whit Daily
Rupa Datta and Ravi Namana
Mark and Dawn Deaton
Kim Dell’Angela and Tom Baggio
Massimo DiPierro
Angie Dodd and Richard Mertz
Julia Faust
Ken Floody and Elizabeth Freebairn
Jack and Stephanie Flynn
Nora Flynn and Matthew Lynch
Molly and Matt Galo
Jim and Louise Gates
Wendy and David Giardina
Mitch Goldstein and Jill Kramer Goldstein
Clare and Adam Golla

Kristin and Mark Harris
Mary Beth and Phil Hausken
Tree and Brian Havener
Mike and Beth Hayes
Chris and JoAnne Heyer
Andrew Hoog and Chee-Young Kim
Ken and Patty Hunt
Lynn Kamenitsa and Jon Hale
Lisa and Brian Kitzman
Jamie Klobuchar and Laszlo Medgyesy
Liz Kovacs
Nancy and Jack Leavy
Camille Lilly

Finding and 
sharing your 

voice
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IN  a library at Hatch Elementary, 
third grade students work in teams 
to engineer elaborate sailboats out of 
LEGOs, which they will race in front 
of a fan to examine concepts of mass 
and wind resistance. This Geared-Up 
engineering lesson happens during 
library time, as part of a push to 
reimagine our school  libraries as 
hubs of innovation. 

GEARED UP

ARCHITECTURE ADVENTURE

They loved learning about Chicago 
Architecture and were excited by the 
hands on experience….We had a group 
of four students who normally have a 
hard time working in groups excelled 
with this project. They all took charge 
and made a huge building.”

TEACHER
LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY

OUR FRIENDS
(Continued)

Nancy Lynn and Andy Teitelman
Julie and Paul Mann
David and Sheryl Martin
Kim and Gary McCullough
Bart Miller and Margaret Jeschke
Steve and Sarah Staszak Miller
Donna Myers and Aaron Lebovitz
Alan and Kathryn Nesburg
Marty and Mary Lou Noll
Emily and Ken Novak
Tom and Gwen O’Loughlin
Darla and John Patterson

Libbey and Michael Paul
Jane and Hank Pearsall
Perry and Diane Pero
Jeffrey and Joan Petertil
Jennifer Pikowski
Jeffrey Piper and Magda Kruszynska-Piper
Dr. and Mrs. John Piper
Douglas Rainey and Toshiko Uchida
Rachel and Kyle Rettberg
Chris and Kelly Rogala
Monica and Ben Saydah
Ruth and Joel Schoenmeyer
Stephen and Mary Jo Schuler
Lisa and Jason Sensat
Pat and Silvia Shannon
Inga and Bob Simitz

Bob Spatz and Lisa Ginet
Patricia Staszak
Ted and Jennifer Staszak
Susan Tresselt
Rich and Katrina Vigsnes
Michael Wagner
Bob and Nan Walicki
Sally Wallace
David Weindling and Sherry Nordstrom
Andrew Wells
Audrey Williams-Lee and Byron Lee
Joan Winstein
Sara and Josh Yount
Milos Zefran and Barbara DiEugenio
Maura McMahon-Zeller and Steven Zeller

ENGINEERING 
FOR EVERYDAY 

LIFE
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The concepts align 
nicely with our 
Force and Motion 
Unit in science. The 
activities are hands-
on, engaging, and 
collaborative. Students 
needed to learn to 
work together. They 
shared opportunities 
for creativity.”

ALYSSA RYAN
3RD GRADE TEACHER, 
LONGFELLOW ELEMENTARY

10 YEARS
Geared Up students have designed machines

 with our special LEGO kits FOR
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81%
PERCENTAGE OF OUR EXPENSES

SPENT ON PROGRAMMING

I love it when I get the 
kids to observe, predict 
and then observe again...
and then they eventually 
work their way toward 
the right explanation for 
a phenomenon. The best 
part is when kids come 
up with some experiment 
for me (or them) to try 
that I hadn’t thought 
about trying myself.”

SALLY LAURENT-MUEHLEISEN
VISITING SCIENTIST
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VEX ROBOTICS

FIFTH  graders examined 
an adult Peregrine falcon named 
Alvin during a visit by scientist and 
falconer Craig Hendee. These wildlife 
lessons explore bird habitats, 
feathering, and efforts to repopulate 
this once-endangered species. 
Students took turns holding Alvin 
with a gloved left arm and peppering 
Mr. Hendee with questions about 
Alvin’s diet (baby birds and protein 
nuggets) and the meaning behind his 
captivating expressions (preening, 
yawning and curiosity). 

SCIENCE ALLIANCE

I liked that there were adults to help you, 
but you were never forced to take their 
suggestions. They were there to help, but 
not to control. I also liked that this program 
teaches people how to follow their own 
plans, and how to work with a group.”

VEX CLUB MEMBER
JULIAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

OUR DONORS
Steve and Betsy Adelstein
Kristen Alfonsi
Dima Ali
Willoughby Anderson
Molly and Michael Andolina
Frederick Arkin
Monika Atkinson
Bill and Ann Baker
Jacqueline Barlow
Chris and Wendy Barrett
Danielle Bariuso
Mariannell and Tom Bassett-Dilley
Jacinda Bauman
Paul and Leah Beckwith
Mary Bender

Kevin Berger
Carolyn and Eugene Berkes
Laura Berlin
Katherine and Peter Bevan
Alysha Biehl
Joseph Biele
Pat Blevens
Marta and Danny Block
William Bork
Rachel Boultinghouse
Camille Bowman
Kristi and Paul Braun
Charles and Patricia Brauner
Rob Breymaier
Lori and Zachary Browder
Ed and Diane Brown
Lindsay and Matt Bruce
Stephen and Elizabeth Bruner

Katherine Buesser
Dan Burke and Margot McMahon
Dave and Megan Butman
Sean Campbell
John Chapin and Alicia Malloy
Xiaoying Chen
Judy Chrisman
Lori Churchouse
Heather and Dominic Cianciolo
William Cleaveland and Lisa Collings
Jasmin and Mark Cleofe
Brian and Annette Coffee
Faith Cole
Monica Collins
John Colucci
Ben and Laurie Conley
E. Connelly-Hayes
Carrie Cook

PROBLEM 
SOLVING AND 
TEAMWORK 
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8

Persevering and having heart is 
something you do not learn in school, 

it is something you have to dig deep 
and find within yourself. (Dr. Julian) 

can teach us all that in life you should 
never settle for anything less than 

what you want to achieve.”

LOUISE
8TH GRADE SPOKEN WORD MEMBER 

Performed at the Dedication Ceremony

The Percy Julian 
Mosaic Mural is a true 

representation of what 
Hands-On Minds-On 

learning can be.
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9

These are the words with which Faith Julian, daughter of Dr. Percy Julian, 
ended her speech at the dedication of the Percy Julian mosaic.

The mural project started in October with community 
meetings and prototyping to develop a theme and 
design. Then came the fundraising. More than 100 
families, community members, students, alumni, 
and businesses bought tiles totalling $10,350. Several 
tiles honored current teachers, and one special tile 
celebrated the Julian family. 

BASE Camp students, led by OPRFHS teaching artist 
and nationally renowned muralist Tracy Van Duinen, 
worked through the early summer crafting and 
installing the molecule-shaped masterpiece.

At the Back-to-School picnic, families and educators from 
all over Oak Park and District 97 gathered as Faith Julian 
delivered an impassioned speech about her father’s 
accomplishments, the racism and discrimination he 
suffered, and the hope the mural represents. 

 “My father would ask you to remember that through all 
one’s sorrows in life, there breathes a hope, a faith in 
the ultimate justice of things. Sometime, somewhere, 

men will judge men by their souls, and not their skins. 
Your school is a testimony to that fact. In naming the 
school after Percy Julian, the grandson of slaves, the 
Oak Park Board of Education honored an American 
ideal, that a man is to be judged by his mind, his spirit 
and the content of his character, not the color of his 
skin. The students at this school are indeed America’s 
future, you have so much to look forward to and so 
much to give.”

Combining art, science, and history–and using the 
talents and resources of the entire community–the 
Percy Julian Mosaic Mural is a true representation of 
what Hands-On Minds-On learning can be.
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  HE WOULD HAVE CHALLENGED 
YOU TO KEEP THE FLAME BURNING.



On  a sailboat in the middle 
of Lake Michigan, fifth grader 
Chloe is on the ride of her life. She 
jibs sails, ties knots, rides waves, 
samples water quality, and examines 
the science of sailing. Chloe learned 
to sail because OPEF’s generous 
donors believe that all children 
deserve an awesome summer of 
learning at BASE Camp–not just 
students whose families can afford 
summer enrichment.

SCHOLARSHIPS

I was very pleased with the level of 
support my child received. He has 
some special needs so I was nervous 
about sending him.. I was impressed 
with how well the staff worked with 
him on the first day when he had a 
hard time transitioning into camp 
because he was nervous.”

EMILY 
MOM OF 2ND GRADE BASE CAMPER

OUR DONORS
(Continued) 

Donna Cote
Bruce and Gloria Cox
Mike Cramer and Harlene Ellin
Laura Crawford and Matthew Langenberg
Kristen and Kevin Crosby
David and Mary Crossett
Sue Crothers and Bill Gee
William Crozier
Gary and Erica Cuneen
Elyse and David Cutler
Linda Gilbert Dallam
Denny Daniels
Elizabeth and Joe Darrow
Mena and David Boulanger

Anna and Tom DeLano
Sil and Anita Dell’Angela
Justin and Gina Demes
Laura and Steve Derks
Aiofinn Devitt
Christine Tanner-Doyle and Joseph Doyle
Sarah Dolan
Gilbert Dominguez and Ann Mastic
John and Michele Donley
Audrey and Steve Dormanen
Donald Drews
Stacie and Robert Dusterberg
Yasmina Duwe
Katelin Eastman
Richard Easty and Patricia Inman
Julia Eckersley and Ian Morrison
Stephanie Eiger
Diane Ellsworth

Jonathan Ellwanger and Anne Welch
Gloria Engstrom
Angela and Davis Farnham
Jen Feasley
Mark and Cherie Fedota
Barbara Feeley and Chris Castonguay
Patricia Feeley and Paul Aeschleman
Thad and Amy Felton
Sarah and Richard Fielding
Deirdre Flynn
Jennifer Flynn
Mike and Marci Flynn
La Shawn Ford
Andrea Fouchia
Linda Francis and Henry Sullivan
Katherine Frankle and David Goldman
Laura Fransen
Mary Furman and Thomas Lesiowski

Powered by 
STEAM, Fueled 

by Fun

BASE CAMP
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I think it’s such a 
positive environment 
for everyone involved. 
I never leave drained 
or angry or frustrated. 
There’s something 
for everyone, from 
coders to active kids to 
writers. I love how it’s 
a summer education 
but it doesn’t feel like 
traditional learning.” 

YOUTH COUNSELOR
BASE CAMP

Record amount of BASE Camp 
Scholarships Awarded

$78,860
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REVENUE

We served

642
7th graders with Spoken 

Word residencies

Summer 2018

2,549
BASE Camp sessions 

were sold

We hired

84
Oak Park teens as youth 
counselors and mentors

Campers totaled

917
during summer 2018

BASE Camp

Real-World 
Experts 

21
volunteer scientists 

shared their expertise 
with students

 

19
artists-in-residence 
inspired creativity in 

nine schools

Fundraising
10%

Admin
9%

EXPENSES
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Programs
81%

BASE Camp 
Income

Contributions 
and Grants

In-Kind 
Goods and 

Services

Special 
Events

Other 
Program 

Income

A record

42 TEAMS
participated in the VEX 

Robotics Battle of the Bots



Geared Up coordinator spent

110
hours in eight schools

Raised 

85,490
at our annual gala

6
GRANTS 

Dart Foundation

Good Heart Work 
Smart Foundation 

Manaaki Foundation

Oak Park Area  
Arts Council

Oak Park River 
Forest Community 

Foundation

Oak Park River 
Forest Community 

Foundation’s Future 
Philanthropists 

Program

FINANCIALS

Architecture lessons inspired 

953
students

Mosaic mural used

4,000
tons of glass and tile

Fiscal year unaudited 2017-18 and 2016-17

24 
BUSINESS 

AND NON-PROFIT  
SUPPORTERS

AmazonSmile Foundation
Aria Group Architects, Inc.
Art-Flo Screen Printing
Bulley & Andrews LLC
Chapman and Cutler LLP
Community Bank OPRF
Exelon
Forest Park National Bank & Trust

Huron Consulting Group
Lakeview Bus Lines, Inc.
Last Man Standing Club
MacArthur Foundation
Mathnasium
Oak Park Food Pantry
Oak Park Pediatrics Ltd
Paypal Charitable Giving Fund

PMA Financial Network, Inc
Precision Control Systems
Resource 1, Inc
Robbins Schwartz
Sassetti, Ltd
STR Partners
Sugar Beet Food Co-op
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago

REVENUE FY2018 FY2017

Contribution and Grants $ 140,372 $ 95,163 

Special Events $ 93,655 $ 111,300 

BASE Camp Income $ 380,850 $ 473,928 

Other Program Income $ 9,300 $17,646 

In-Kind Goods and Services $ 213,797 $ 216,084

Interest Income $ 678 $ 667 

Total Revenue and Support $ 838,652 $ 914,789

EXPENSES FY2018 FY2017

Program $ 708,449 $ 773,991 

Management and General $ 78,241 $ 90,101

Fundraising $ 92,811 $ 101,153

Total Expenses $ 879,501 $ 965,244

Net Income -$ 40,849 -$ 50,455

Grant Spending $ 98,410 $ 81,259

INCOME $ 57,561 $ 30,804 
with grant spending included
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OUR DONORS
(Continued) 

Mateo Garcia
Amy and Ty Garland
John and Gloria Garofalo
Edward Garvey
Eric and Angela Gershenson
Tom and Lana Geselbracht
Sara Giloth
Liz Goss
Barbara and Robert Graham
James and Zoe Greco
Kim Green
Beryl Greenberg
Jimmy and Jill Greenfield
Nancy Greer and Tom Sundling
Judy and Bill Greffin
Ellyn Gullo
Larry and Jill Haas
Stacy Hallab
Melanie and Robert Halvorson
Cathy Hamilton
Talley and Robert Hann
Gwendolyn Hassan
Harriet Hausman
Angela Hawkins and Timothy Furrow
June Haynes
Alethea and Joshua Hays
William Heffernan and Julie Greenberg
Cara Hendrickson
Andy and Elizabeth Hibel
Benjamin and Angela Hill
David and Nancy Hines
Norman Hirsch and Ann Courter
John Hodge
Barbara and Brad Hoffman
David and Suzanne Holmes
Peter Hood and Christine Worley
Jennifer Howat
LeeAnn Hulteen
Karen and Glenn Hunter
Doug Hyman and Erin Taback
Catherine Iammartino
Wendy Irvine
Amy and Kevin Iverson
Margaret Janavicius and Mike Ciacciarelli

Lisa Jesik and David Koe
Gert Johnson
Michael and Vanessa Johnson
Frank Jordan
Mary Ann and Dan Jordan
Melissa and Kenneth Kansa
Kazuya and Chiaki Kawamura
Kevin and Peggy Kell
Gretchen Kenagy and Chang-Ming Hsieh
Curt and Jenny Kenoian
Rick and Cheryl King
Tony and Lisa Kirk
Adam Klass and Cara Shoss
Susan and Ed Klinger
Stephanie Kloster
Kenneth Koch
Pauline Koch
Troy Koch and Diane Boese
Brigitte Kocheny
Tamara and Jason Koransky
Katie and Paul Korrison
Rajul Kothari and Rajiv Gandhi
Renee and Kris Kotte
Katie Kralik
Beth Kregor
William Kuehl
Angie Kuna
David and Phyllis Kupperman
Laura Lallos
Anne and Andrew Lane
Marcia and Damon LaPorte
Stephanie Kiesling and David Layden
Jacek and Laura Lazarczyk
Christopher Leeds
Leslie Levy
Katherine and Ryan Liebl
Carl Lingenfelter and Stacia Smith
Valerie and John Lipic
Katharine Lippincott
Andrea and Mike Lofgren
Christina and Steve Loranz
John and Gina Lowell
Grace Majewski
Paul and Debbie Manus
Linda and Shaun Marko
Dennis and Mary Ann Marks
Chris Marzec and Maggie Kelly
Marge and James Massarello

Mary and Dan Matas
John and Barbara Mayes
Scot and Michele Mazur
Michele and Bob McAndrews
Jim and Lynn McClure
Lori and Will McConnell
Jeanne and Tim McCoy
Gene and Sistie McEnery
William McGlynn
John and Kary McIlwain
Geri and Don McLauchlan
Adrienne and Tom McMullen
Jennifer and Dan McNulty
Erma Medgyesy
Constantine Megaridis and Katherine 
Hamerton
Robert and Nadine Mehl
Kate and Erik Meier
Shalini and Siva Menon
Barb and Jeb Metric
Charlie and Pam Meyerson
Christopher and Amanda Miller
Kara and Greg Miller
Wayne and Joan Miller
Doreen Mitchell
Larry and Carole Mitchener
Sarah Miyata and Stephen Weber
Christine Mondragon
Robert and Margrethe Montgomery
Gaylee Morgan and Steve Ruszczyk
Laurie Myers and Scott Frankel
Scott and Tracy Naber
Laura and Steven Nations
Ted and Sara Naureckas
Vesna Nikolic
Terry and Shari Noland
Blake and Melinda Novotny
Jack and Rose Nowicki
Hannah and Jim O’Connor
Paula O’Connor
Maura O’Hara and Bob Wielgos
Paul and Cathy O’Kelly
Elizabeth and Francis Olympio
Adekunle and Kathy Onayemi
Adam and Kelly Oxer
Mike Padavic
Bill and Amy Pantazopoulos 
Katie and Paul Korrison

The program exposes students to the 
creative side of poetry in a professional and 
thoroughly engaging manner. Many students 
who presented their poems gave voice to the 
internal dramas that affect their daily lives. 
It provided a safe and structured release for 
their emotions.” 

MILES LEE
7TH GRADE ENGLISH TEACHER, BROOKS MIDDLE SCHOOL

You make 
this work 
possible
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Nadine Peacock
Jeanine Pedersen
Pam Penney
Irene Petruniak and David Mekemson
Sharene and David Piech
Kimberly Plaxton-Drobot
Renee Pleshar
Jon and Kiera Pohl
Amy Pokras
Willie M. Polite
Kelly Pollock
Mike and Carrie Powers
Amy Prestes
Chris Prouty and Becky Tinkham
Vijay and Rajani Raghavan
Kim and Tim Rasmussen
Diane Ratekin and Tom Yates
Nighet Razvi
Amy Renzulli and Robert Miller
Jennifer Resek
Rowan and Stacia Richards
Kim Riemer
John and Therese Rigas
Karin Riggs
Jennifer Risley
Kip and Gina Lee Robbins
McLouis and Harriette Robinet
Nancy and Josh Rolock
Mary Rowland and Julie Justicz
Paul Rubio
Margaret Rudnick
Mike and Linda Ryan
Nancy Ryan
Tamiko and Brian Saame
Eric and Denise Sacks
Beth Sauers and Josh Tepfer
Theresa Sauvageau and Al Flynn
Meredith and David Schacht
Marcia and Paul Schattauer
David and Marianne Schiavone
Ken and Janet Schiffman
Nara Schoenberg and Sam Roe
Matt and Aly Schoenfeldt
Jeff and Linda Schroeder
Ralph and Donna Schuler
Amanda and Peter Schwob
Libby and Stephen Scott

Norah and Teddy Scott
Marcia and Ed Segal
Wendy Senger
Jennifer Shakeshaft
Joe and Kandy Shapiro
Steven Shattuck
Yukiko Shiraishi and Michael Farrar
Kathryn Shorrock
Abigail Silva
Gregg Simon
Michelle Siu and Jeff Gillman
Amy Sjoblom
Annemarie Slobig
Carole Smith
Hella Smith
Martha Smith
Robert and Allison Smith
Sally and Mark Smylie
Steve Snyder and Jennifer Cunningham
Sara Dixon Spivy
Holly Spurlock
Kristi St Martin
Anna Staunton
Sandra St. Laurent and Mike Groennendahl
Barbara Stoldt and Robert Ray
Amy Struckmeyer and James Skalla
Jean and Kurt Struckmeyer
Lisa Stukel
Kay Subaitis
Rick Sumner and Judy Weik
Karen Tardy
Rhona and Keith Taylor
Terrence and Dot Roche
Rakhi and Mathew Thambi
Mark Thompson
Laura Toerner
Tracey Truesdale
Trine Tsouderos and Jon Yates
Edward and Donna Tucker
Vicki and Bob Tucker
Chris and Nicole Turner
Seana Valentine
Geraldine Velarde
Jeanine Veldman
Lara Vergoth
Cristen Vincent
Jane Vishneski

Gordon Waldron and Kathleen Schroer
Charles and Barbara Watkins
Peter Weismantle and Sandra Williams
Jeffrey Weissglass and Jeanne Affelder
John and Tracy Welin
Stephanie Weller and Gopal Gupta
Tracy Wilson
Kim and Bruce Wojack
Joe and Cathy Wojtowicz
Sallie and Chuck Wolf
Laurel Wolff
Cynthia Wolthusen
Bryan Wong
Amy Yates and Steven Drickey
Laura Yockey and Kyle Uebelhor
Rick and Amanda Young
Michele Zurakowski and John Flanigan

IN-KIND DONORS
Artisan Events, Inc.
AA Rental Center/Luke Graham
Bruegger’s Bagels
Catherine’s Closet
Jennifer Flynn
Racine Danish Kringles
Special Event Communications Services LLC
Spot Studio, Julie Petersen and John Huber
School of Rock

PTO CONTRIBUTORS
Beye Elementary PTO
Brooks Middle PTO
Hatch Elementary PTO
Holmes Elementary PTO
Irving Elementary PTO
Julian MIddle PTO
Lincoln Elementary PTO
Longfellow Elementary PTO
Mann Elementary PTO
Whittier Elementary PTO

The hands-on nature of VEX and the fact that the 
kids have to ‘figure it out’ just builds confidence. 
Mistakes are part of the process. That isn’t 
generally the case in the classroom. I’ve seen 
my daughter’s confidence ebb and flow in the 
classroom, but grow through VEX.” 

PARENT
VEX ROBOTICS
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VOLUNTEERS
Mary Anderson
Jan Arnold
Niko Balafas
Mark Bazer
Andrew Bertocchini
Joe Berton
Marta Block
DiAne Boese
Levi Borreson
Kristi Braun
Patty Braun
Tavi Calin-Jageman
Sean Campbell
Dominic Cianciolo
Jasmin Cleofe
Sarah Coleman
John Colucci
Connor Czerniawski
Rupa Datta
Ravi Datta-Nemana
Alex Davis
Kristy Diamond
Dylan DiGioia
Anne Doherty
Maxwell Dukla
Kyle Eichenberger
Ken Floody
Antoine Ford
Rep LaShawn Ford
Linda Francis
Elizabeth Freebairn
Mary Furman
Future Philanthropists Program 
Volunteers
Jim Gardner
Jim Gates
Wendy Giardina
Jeff Glass
Paul Goyette
Kelley Gray
Heidi Groulx
Kitty Hall
Patrick Hamblin
Jay Harris

Kristin Harris
Phil Hausken
Tree Havener
Dane Hawk
Jaida Hill
Alie Homeric
Jennifer Howat
Katie Hulse
Kathleen Janosky
Kristin Jones
Julie Justicz
Stellan Karim
Gretchen Kenagy
Stacey Kielbasa
John Kim
Tim Kirkpatrick
Alma Klein
Joaquin Kloster-De La Rosa
Stephanie Kloster-De La Rosa
Lillian Kong
Kristi Kosten
Jen Kovar
Jason Krozel
Connor Kuehl
Kirsten Kuehl
Lisa Lazzara
Adam Levin
Andrea Lofgren
Jennifer Maiotti
Paul May
Lori McConnell
Will McConnell
Terri McConville
Debra McQueen
Shalini Menon
Cindy Michelotti
Jessica Moncatch
Karen Morales
Cyrus Murray
Cam Niederman
Vesna Nikolic
Hannah O’Connor
Jim O’Connor
Paula O’Connor
Kit O’Kelly
Maya Odim

Yewande Odusanwo
Annette Oishi
Jackie Owen
Michael Paul
William Pawlikowski
Sunil Peddakotla
Jake Penne
Marya Peters
Kimberly Plaxton-Drobot
Amy Pokras
Marcela Rafea
Rajani Raghavan
Susan Raphael
Amy Renzulli
Roshni Ricchetti
Karin Riggs
Bruce Rindler
Denis Roarty
RSVP Volunteers
Linda Ryan
Nancy Ryan
Megan Ryczek
Tamiko Saame
Paul Sabatino
Julie Scheuring
Pat Shannon
Kandy Shapiro
Tejaswita Sharma
Lila Shea
Inga Simitz
Neil Skinkle
Sarah Staszak Miller
Nichelle Stigger
Eli Thomas
Christy Uchida
Toshi Uchida
Jeanine Vaughn
Eddie Vega
Sofia Villafuerte
Arti Walker-Peddakotla
Vincent Wheeler
Lucy Wright
Jenny Yang

SCIENCE ALLLIANCE 
VOLUNTEERS
Dr. Silver Daniel
Dr. Chris Ferrigno
Dr. Brent Friesen
Dr. Elizabeth Goodman
Dr. Rachel Hahs
Dr. Pat Hamblin
Dr. Helena Palka-Hamblin
Craig Hendee
Dr. Katie Hulse
Dr. Jordi Cabana Jimenez
Dr. Jim Kerns
Adam Kessler
Dr. Fatemeh Khalili
Dr. David Kupperman
Dr. Sally Laurent-Muehleson
Dr. Emily Minor
Dr. Brian Mitchell
Dr. Melanie Pivarski
Dr. Ben Stark
Dr. Bob Walicki
Dr. Nan Walicki
Dr. Chris Weber

The program brought to life many of the science 
concepts we were reading and talking about. 
It also gives students who need hands-on 
experiences to learn a chance to show off their 
skills and be the leaders.” 

CLARIE BARTELL
3RD GRADE TEACHER, LINCOLN ELEMENTARY
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OUR BOARD
President 
Steve Miller

Vice Presidents 
Libbey Paul 
Carrie Cotter

Treasurer 
Bob Walicki

Secretary 
Nora Flynn

Jennifer Abella
Molly Andolina
Monica Collins
Jonathan Ellwanger
Carol Kelley
Lisa Kitzman
Chee-Young Kim
Jamie Klobuchar
Katherine Murray-Liebl
Shari Noland
Carrie Powers
Kyle Rettberg
Leslie Truelove
Amy Warke
 

OUR STAFF
Executive Director 
Tracy Dell’Angela Barber

Director of Communications 
Marta Segal Block 

Director of Development 
Karen Daily 

Operations Manager 
Anne Doherty 

BASE Co-Director,  
Staff and Curriculum 
Angie Hawkins

BASE Co-Director,  
Operations and Management 
Amy Struckmeyer

PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
Architecture Adventure 
Maya Bird-Murphy

Art Start 
Jill Kramer Goldstein

Geared Up 
Gretchen Junker

Science Alliance 
Seth Baker 
Heather Guido

Spoken Word 
Jill Kramer Goldstein

Spoken Word Artists and Teachers
Isaiah Clark
John Colucci
Miles Lee
Christian Robinson

VEX Coaches
Brian Shinners (head coach, Brooks)
Tim Walsh (head coach, Julian)
Kevin Berger
Marc Bishop
Valerie Brown
Joe Casanovas
Gretchen Junker
Jason Morrell
Tasia Pena-Rodriguez
Miranda Tucker

Our 2018 Team



OPEF  inspires students, mentors them, 
and opens their eyes to interests and abilities 
they never knew they had. Oak Park Education 
Foundation is a privately funded nonprofit 
organization that brings artists, architects, 
scientists, and technology experts into K-8th 
grade classrooms at every District 97 school. 
Learn more at opef.org.

260 Madison Street, Oak Park IL 60302
(708) 524-3023


