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What experiences do you
remember from school?

Conducting a science experiment that
surprised and delighted you? Taking a field
trip to a place you never imagined existed?
Being taught a new skill that you were really
good at? For 22 years, the Oak Park Education
Foundation has been introducing children

in all ten District 97 public schools to
experiences that make an impact on the

rest of their lives.

We recruit scientists who conduct experiments that amaze kids and make them
dream about being biologists or physicists or astronomers. We connect architects
with kids who get excited about buildings and their ability to design them. We
sponsor artists who demonstrate alternative ways of learning and expressing
knowledge. We find engineers who work side-by-side with students, showing
them that while teamwork and problem-solving can be exasperating, it is also
more satisfying and exciting than anything they’ve ever done.

Thanks to donors like you, the Oak Park Education Foundation has had a fabulously
successful year. We want to bring even more inspiring, hands-on projects and
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TR - a experts into more Oak Park Kindergarten through 8th grade classrooms each year.

Thank you so much for your support of OPEF and exciting learning experiences

for public school kids!
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Deb Abrahamson Angie Dodd

Executive Director President of the Board
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Elght Of our Mldd].e SChOO].Vex Robotics Teams
reached the quarter-finals at a regional competition in 2011 and one team
made the semi-finals — despite being the only middle school inventors
competing against high school teams!

Our Cadre Of VOlunteeIS has expanded dramatically,
including architects, scientists, artists, engineers and other professionals
who share their expertise and passion for their work with students and
teachers. In 2010-11, more than 150 volunteers donated more than 2,300
hours to OPEF.

We’ve revamped our 21-year old viiing

scientists program, changing its name from Global Village to Science Alliance.

Now each District 97 school has designated one grade that will participate in
Science Alliance, so that every student experiences hands-on projects with
their very own scientist at least once in his or her time in District 97.
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Students painted a stunning, educational

Fibonacci Mural under the “EL” tracks at Forest/Home Avenues in Oak Park
during our summer BASE Camp, based on their studies of science, art
and architecture.

Longfellow 2nd and 3rd graders won sirst

place in the nationwide LEGO Landmark competition in October 2010 with
their elaborate model of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Home & Studio.

Our Summer B-AS'E Camp

in popularity as well as number and variety of classes. The unique summer
experiences included Vex Robotics, Dissection & Medical Illustration and

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

g'IeW tremendously

Architecture Adventure. The revenue from our summer camp helps us keep our
programs during the school year free and wide-reaching to all District 97 students.
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Science Alliance

Wor:klng Wlth VlSltll‘lg' SCIGHtIStS, our students

dissect owl pellets. They perform surgery on a mango. They examine live turtles
and snakes. They experiment with pendulums and electricity and magnetism.
They ride stationary bikes to generate power to make smoothies.

Getting to know real scientists from Argonne National Laboratory, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago (to name
just a few), District 97 students experience the fun and value of science. They

put their critical thinking skills to work and many consider careers in science
for the first time.

“My kids applaud when “The greatest strength “I used to think science
[scientist] Dr. Ben Stark of Science Alliance is the was boring. I love science
walks into the room (and scientists who volunteer now because of our

trust me, they don’t their time and change [Science Alliance] scientist.
applaud for mel!)” students’ lives.” I'd trade recess for more
4th grade teacher 4th grade teacher time with him.”

4th grade student
[6]

Art Start

Art in the classroom matters. gives chidren

wider vocabulary. It introduces new perspectives, helps develop problem-solving
skills and creates new opportunities for children to excel in school. As one first
grader said, “It’s good to try new things because you never know what you’ll like.”

Art Start brings professional sculptors, painters, dancers, musicians and
storytellers to collaborate with teachers and kids in Kindergarten, 1st or 2nd
grade at every Oak Park District 97 elementary school. Their projects tie into
the curriculum and deepen children’s understanding through the arts.

We are also proud of the inspired work created by middle school students in
after school art clubs at Julian and Brooks supported by Art Start.

“The students were engaged
and ENTHRALLED with the
projects and information
they learned...”

1st grade teacher

“After a few lessons in
body awareness, our
classroom activities
began incorporating our
movement from Art Start.”

Kindergarten teacher

“[Artist] Mr. Franklin made a
big impact on my students.
When I bring up problem-
solving, they mention using
art and talk about him...”

1st grade teacher
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Vex Robotics

Learning to build and program robots,and

working with adult engineers, are dreams come true for our students.
Suddenly, the scientific and mathematical concepts they’'ve heard about are
useful tools in solving problems with their hands. Working in teams, they struggle
through challenges and experience the thrill of success when their robots are
successful in the final competition.

We are proud of the 86 middle school students who made up our Vex Robotics
teams in 2010-11—our biggest group ever. They were mentored not only by
volunteer professionals and teachers but also by high school students who
were formerly in the program. Kudos to three of these Vex Robotics alumni, who
created a robotic arm that took first place at both the Percy Julian Science
Symposium and an Illinois State University Research Symposium.

“I loved the fact that this was available “He was completely absorbed in creating
to kids who like to build. And it lets a working robot while leaning how to
kids who don’t excel in team sports work as part of a team.”

a chance to shine.” Vex Robotics parent

Vex Robotics parent
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Architecture Adventure

Our students design buildings, construct

models, plan communities, write narratives and delve deep into the art,
science, math and history that go hand in hand with architecture. They learn
why buildings look a certain way or how the interior of a space can affect mood.
They adopt new vocabulary they can use every day.

Accompanied by visiting architects, our students tour Chicago and Oak Park.
They make sketches, take photographs, and learn to design with their hands
and with computers. We're proud to take advantage of Oak Park’s wealth of
architecture and architects to help our students broaden their perspectives on
the world around them.

“...He walked out after the session and “The volunteers were very engaging to
said, I hope everything at Lincoln is my 4th graders. I was so proud of the kids.
as fun as Architecture Adventure because They loved walking around downtown
that was AWESOME!"” Chicago. Thank you for the best field trip
Gifted, Talented and Differentiated teacher I have ever taken with art students.”

Art teacher
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Geared Up

OPEF ,S newe St pIO g’l’am y Geared Up, brings
engineering, physical science, math and technology challenges to 3rd graders
across District 97 and ties into the simple machines curriculum. Geared Up
uses LEGO Motorized Mechanisms Sets to teach exciting hands-on lessons,
with students testing their own ideas and working in teams of two.

For example, one project has students experiment to determine which cart will
roll further down a hill, a heavier or a lighter one. They also test bigger or smaller
wheels to see if these affect the speed of the cart. Students make predictions,
build carts and a ramp, measure weights and distances. They learn first-hand
about friction, mass, moving energy and efficiency.

“I love the instruction
books and the fact that
EVERYONE can put the
machines together. It is a
well thought out program.”

3rd grade teacher
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“When the first machine
actually worked, the whole
class gathered around and
watched as they demon-
strated. Everyone cheered.”

3rd grade teacher

“There were many ‘aha’
moments when a student
built a machine and
figured out how it works
and why it is useful.”

3rd grade teacher

B-A-S‘E Camp

’
A.].]. Of O PEF S p Iro gramS y from architecture to art,
science to engineering, were represented in our 2nd annual B*A-S°E (Build

A Summer Education) Camp in June, giving students the opportunity to learn
and grow in a fun, challenging environment.

Our BASE campers built the Grand Canyon using LEGOs, learned about
the Fibonacci Golden Ratio and created a mural about it under the “EL,”
dissected fetal pigs and made medical illustrations, wrote and performed their
own fairy tale, and much more.

“Our daughter had an amazing time this “He LOVED Robotics camp. This and
summer doing Arts Adventure and Lego the architecture camp last summer
Landmarks. We were so impressed by the were the only camps EVER that he
teachers, students and materials. We are had not ONE complaint about.”

already looking forward to next summer.” Parents of B-A-S‘E Camper

Parents of B-A-S-E Camper
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Annual Report 2010-11

- -

Children Served Time Donated
OPEF is serving more and more public school students each year. In 2010-11 alone, In 2010-11, more than 150 volunteers donated over 2,300 hours to OPEF. Our
our programs reached more than 60% of all District 97 children. programs reach wide and deep thanks to the $72,000 in time donated by experts

and other volunteers.

i 2,300
2 $72,000

Distribution of Expenses Sources of Funding

2008-09
2,963

2009-10
3,072

Administration $ 25,412 Investment/Interest  $ 802
Fundraising $ 41,549 Grants $ 14,680
Programs $ 193,288 Businesses $ 15,679
Camp Fees $ 51,605
TOTAL $ 260,249 Individuals:
In-Kind Services $ 71,990
Donations $ 129,948
TOTAL $ 284,704
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2010-11 Financial Statements

REVENUES

Contributions and grants ....
Specialevents ................
Summer program income.....
In-kind goods and services ..
Interest income...............

Miscellaneous income .......

Total Revenues and Support

EXPENSES

Program .......................
Management and general ...

Fundraising ...................

Total Expenses

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

NET ASSETS

Beginning of theyear ........

Prior period adjustment ... ..

END OF THE YEAR
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June 30,2011

$ 72402
$ 86,509
$ 51,605
$ 71,990
$ 802
$ 1,39
$ 284,704
$ 193,288
$ 25412
$ 41,549
$ 260,249
$ 24,455
$ 128,842
$ 421
$ 153,718

June 30,2010

A A A A A e
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73,563
78,114
33,029
70,000
324
1,788
256,818

174,893
18,559
36,897

230,349

26,469

102,373

128,842

Thank You
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1of 97 Business
Partners

PATRONS ($200+)
Aria Group Architects, Inc.

Better Homes and
Gardens Gloor Realty

Bercom

Beye School PTO

Beyond Properties Realty Group
Brooks Middle School PTO

Community Bank of
Oak Park River Forest

Downtown Oak Park

DLA Architects, LTD
DTKindler Photography
Executive Focus

Fly Bird

Forest Park National

Bank & Trust Co.

Paul Goyette Photography
Hatch School PTO

Hodges, Loizzi, Eisenhammer,
Rodick & Kohn

Holmes School PTO
Irving School PTO

Julian Middle School PTO
J.C. Licht/Epco

Lakeview Bus Lines
Lincoln School PTO
Longfellow School PTO
Mann School PTO

Marion Street Cheese Market
PMA Financial

Whittier School PTO

SPONSORS (0-$200)

AA Rental Center

Compass Eye Care/Dr. Albert Licup
Final Finish Properties

Greenline Wheels

Guarino Engineering Services

Northwestern Mutual Financial
Network/John Tibensky

Starship Restaurant & Catering

Wednesday Journal
Within Your Reach

Grantors
Good Heart Work Smart
Oak Park Area Arts Council

Oak Park-River Forest Community
Foundation

Oak Park-River Forest Community
Foundation/Future Philanthropists

Rotary Club of Oak Park and
River Forest

Target

Friends of the
Foundation

Friends support OPEF’s long-range
planning by pledging to donate at
least $500 per year for 3 years.

Deb & Tom Abrahamson

John Ayers & Judi Minter
Christopher Bell

Bess & Candelario Celio

Bruce & Gloria Cox

Mark & Dawn Deaton

Angie Dodd & Richard Mertz
Carol & John Dudzik

Jack & Stephanie Flynn

Molly & Matt Galo

Louise & Jim Gates

Eric & Angie Gershenson

Judy & Bill Greffin

Phil & Mary Beth Hausken
Elizabeth & Andy Hibel

Nancy & John Ide

Krista & Gary Kaplan

Elizabeth & Alex Lippitt

Nancy Lynn & Andy Teitelman
Lynn & James J. McClure, Jr.
Bart Miller & Margaret Jeschke
Sarah Staszak Miller & Steve Miller
Rob & Marilyn Moore

Donna Myers & Aaron Lebovitz

Martin & Mary Lou Noll
Thomas & Gwen O’Loughlin
Jane & Hank Pearsall

Jeffrey & Joan Petertil

Bob Kent & Marian Sassetti-Kent
Doug Severson & Mim Geraghty
Bob Spatz & Lisa Ginet
Stephanie Springs & Gary Cole
Patricia Staszak

Ted & Jennifer Staszak

John & Linda Tibensky

Peter & Cindy Traczyk

Sally Wallace

Staff

Executive Director

Deb Abrahamson

Assistant to the Executive Director
Patti Quilling

PROGRAM COORDINATORS
Architecture Adventure
Adrienne McMullen

Art Start

Deb Abrahamson
Geared Up

Gretchen Junker

Science Alliance

Seth Baker

Vex Robotics
Mark Pickus

ASSISTANT PROGRAM COORDINATORS
Architecture Adventure
Lisa Sorensen

Science Alliance
Christopher Goode

VEX ROBOTICS LEADERS
Tim Walsh

Donald Robinson
Jason Morrell

Jessica Moncatch
Jason Madel



Board of Directors

President
Angie Dodd

Past President
Phil Hausken

Vice President
Molly Galo
Ted Staszak

Treasurer
Louise Gates

Peter Barber
Matt Cote

Karen Daily
Carol Dudzik
Judy Greffin
Dave Hennings
Nimisha Kumar
Eric Larson

Paul Mann

David Martin
John McCauley
Jeffrey Piper
Cami Plummer
Albert G. Roberts
Terra Schultz
Lisa Schwartz
Stephanie Springs
Cindy Traczyk

Donors

Thank you for your contributions
from July 1, 2010 -June 30, 2011.

Marilyn & Arlin Albrecht
Kimberley & Kevin Allgood
Holle & Loren Andersen
Floyd & Lee Ann Anderson
Kevin Anderson

Stephanie Avila

Gary Balling

Barbara Ballinger

Peter Barber

Bill & Donna Barrows
Adrianne & Robert Bartodziej
Ernest T. Baughman
Dr.Verna Baughman

Susan Beach & Rich White
Jim Becker

Dave Benson

Julie Bernstein

Joe Berton & Gloria Groom
Lisa Bierman & Todd Kuiken
Christopher Bing & Kathryn Sullivan
Sarah Bingaman
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John & Patty Boblick

Cindy Kelly & James Bohlsen
David & Mena Boulanger

Judy Bradeen

Charles & Patricia Brauner
Nick & Susan Bridge
Harmon & Dawn Brown
Stephen & Beth Bruner
Mary & Andy Burd

Michael & Linda Caprile
Paula Caradine

Joyce Carey

Patricia Carlson

Sheila Carter

Virginia Cassin

Carrie & Huan Tran

John Chapin & Alicia Malloy
Christy & Barry Chapman
Elizabeth Chase Vivas
Carla Circo

Peter & Nancy Clark
Diane Conmy

Tim & Sarah Cooke
Matthew Cote

Carrie & Matt Cotter

Rhea Craigen

Mike Cramer & Harlene Ellin
Debbie Creticos

Kristen & Kevin Crosby
David & Mary Crossett
Linda Gilbert Dallam

Michelle De Cola & Jerry Arnold

Becky & Dan Dittmer
Angela Dolezal

Mike Doody & Katie Ernst
Scott & Donna D'Oro Anderson
David Dotson

Scott & Suzanne Drews
Kerri Druckmiller

Jeff & Kim Dungan
Julieann Dunn

Michelle Dybal

Stuart Edwards

Nenita Egeberg
Jonathan Ellwanger
Gloria Engstrom

Deneita Farmer

Angela & Davis Farnham
Cherie Fedota

Thad & Amy Felton
Carol & Tom Ferguson
Joan Fiscella

Ken Floody

Robert & Nancy Follett

Katherine Frankle & David Goldman

Phyllis Frick

John & Gloria Garofalo
Maria Garvy & Michael Brady
Kay Gedvilas

Julie & John Gerut

Tom & Lana Geselbracht
Katy Gleason

James & Zoe Greco

David Green & Steven Glass
Julie Greenberg

Sanford Greenberg

Dan Greenstone & Heidi Lynch
Nancy Greer & Tom Sundling
Shannon Greve

Larry & Jill Haas

Holly Hall

Marianne Hall

Melanie & Robert Halvorson
James Harrington

Alec Harris & Carollina Song
Harriet Hausman

Howard & Nel Hawkinson
Bob and Kathy Hayes

Jim Hayward

Kim Hefner

Valerie Helm

Dave & Allison Hennings
Andy & Elizabeth Hibel
Norman Hirsch & Ann Courter
John Hodge

Nancy Hoehne

Karen & Glenn Hunter

Harla Hutchinson

Kathryn Hutchinson

Marion lvey

Margaret Janavicius
& Mike Ciacciarelli

Krista Johnson & Brian Gehlbach

Ellen Johnson

Gert Johnson

Dan & Mary Ann Jordan
Lynn Kamenitsa & Jon Hale
Kazuya & Chiaki Kawamura
Philip Kayman

Patrice Keleher

Kevin & Peggy Kell
Maureen Kelly & Lisa Rone

Stephanie Kiesling
& David Layden

Lisa & Brian Kitzman
Scott Klapman & Joy Bressler

Stacie Klein

Liz & Mike Klug

Jeffrey & Frances Kraft
Nimisha Kumar

Matthew Kuntz

David & Phyllis Kupperman
Joshua & Allison Lamb
Jane Lambshead

Suzanne & Daniel Lavin
Nancy & Jack Leavy
Sheldon Liebman
Elizabeth & Alex Lippitt
Larry & Diane Lohmann
Regina MacAskill

Julie & Paul Mann
Melissa Manuel

Dennis & Mary Ann Marks
Marge & James Massarello
Mary Alice McAllister
John McCauley

Jeanne & Tim McCoy

Tom & Susan McDonough
Nancy McGurn

Geri & Don McLauchlan
Susie & Bruce McNulty

Ramkrishna & Sangeeta Mehendale

Robert & Nadine Mehl
Rebecca Meisinger
Arlene Mennenga
Miraflor Metropolis

Bart Miller & Margaret Jeschke

Scott & Kristin Miller
Larry & Carole Mitchener
Scott & Tracy Naber
Robert Najera

Mary Nelson

Sondra Nelson

Alan & Kathryn Nesburg
Dema and Eric Neville

Carolyn Newberry Schwartz
& David Schwartz

Cam Niederman

Marty & Mary Lou Noll
Lynde & Dave O'Brien
Adekunle & Kathy Onayemi
Therese O'Neill

Gloria Onischuk

Demetrios & Amy Pappageorge

Stephanie Park
Betsy Parkinson
Susan & Bob Parks
Jan Pate

Nadine Peacock

Sharon Pearce

Perry & Diane Pero

Alec & Sharon Bloyd-Peshkin
Jeffrey & Joan Petertil

Mark & Donna Pickus

Jeffrey Piper &
Magda Kruszynska-Piper

Dr. & Mrs.John Piper
Sharen Pitts

Eric Podlasek

Sheila & Eddie Pont
Canika Prescott
Kathleen Priceman
Maureen Pyne

Patti & Michael Quilling
Veena Rajashekar

Gary Ramsay & Alisa Katzen
Jeana & Tim Reisig

Denis Roarty
& Georgina Swanson

Dr. Albert Roberts

Mr. & Mrs. McLouis Robinet
Kevin & Kim Robinson
Jim & Kathy Rolfes

John & Diana Rosenbrock
Meg Ross

Howard & Phyllis Rubin
Nancy Ryan

Eric & Denise Sacks
Peter & Beth Sagal

David & Brett Samuels
Ken & Janet Schiffman
Mary Schneider

Kathleen Sheehan
& Greg Schrobilgen

Ralph & Donna Schuler

Jeff & Gloria Schwartz

Dave Schwartz & Naomi Katz
Lisa Schwartz

Lisa & Jason Sensat

Douglas Severson
& Mim Geraghty

Lynda & Paul Shadrake
Pat & Silvia Shannon
Victoria Sharts

Alix & Jon Sherman

Joel Sherr

Sarah Shirk

Beth & Josh Siegel

Julie Sigunick

Sharon Sih & Brian Sklar
Tom Sindelar Jr.

Donna Solomon & Brad Ginn

Donald Southworth
& Marilyn Cantisano

Stephanie Springs & Gary Cole
Felicia Starks Turner

Patrick & Anna Staunton

Kay Subaitis

Linda Suggs

Rick Sumner & Judy Weik
Kathleen Sweeney

Marilyn Bayne Thomas

Mark Thompson

Peter & Kathy Tortorice

Anna Treinkman

Kevin & Cindy Trim

Joann Umeki

Michelle & Dale Vanderlaan
Leah & Rodney Vergotine

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Verhagen

Cristen Vincent

George Vinyard & Judy Shepelak
Richard & Nancy Waichler
Gordon Waldron

Gretchen & Win Waterman
Donna Weigel

Richard & Zarine Weil

David Weindling & Sherry Nordstom
Peter Weismantle & Sandra Williams
Jeffrey Weissglass & Jeanne Affelder
Michael & Madeleine Weldon-Linne
Diane West

James Whalen & Carolyn Kalina
Carrie Wieczorek

Pam Wiese

Bette & Craig Williams

Pat Williams

Joan Winstein

Kim & Bruce Wojack

Joe & Cathy Wojtowicz

Ginger & Phil Yarrow

Carol Young

Sara Yount

Maura & Steven McMahon Zeller
Christine Zielinski

Sarah Ziesler & Carlos Kenig
Lynne Zillman

Herbert & Claudette Zobel
Michele Zurakowski

& John Flanigan

We have carefully reviewed the donors
listed. However, if your name has been
omitted, misspelled or incorrectly listed,
please accept our apologies and tell us of
the error so we may correct our records.
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Donors of Time
and Services
Habiba

Jodie Ackerman
Kim Allgood

Holle Andersen
Monika Anger
Tom Bassett-Dilley
Bill Bates

George Beach
Ann Bell

Kevin Berger
Barbara Bernard
Joe Berton

Tim Blatner

Roya Bassirirad
Kevin Berger
Becky Brofman
Dayton Castleman
Dr. Wendy Cerny
Monica Chadha
Lisa Chervinsky
Laura Constans
Dr. Ed Cortez

Matt Couture

Cyd Curtis

Karen Daily

Eric Davis
Guillermo Delgado
Angela Farnham
Michael Farrar
Patricia Feeley
Amy Felton

Sergio Firpo

Ken Floody

Scott Fortman
Edie Fortman
Jonathan Franklin
Dr. Brent Friesen
Jim Gates

James Gill
Michelle Gill

Dan Godston

Dee Goldman

Jill Goldstein

Dr. Barbara Gonzalez
Paul Goyette
Scott Grafft
Shannon Greve
Randy Guillot
Mary Beth Hausken
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Jim Hayward

Roger Heerema
Lauren Hepner
Richard Hillengas
Dr. David Hines
Atiba Jali

Mary Jaime

Julia Johnston
Kevin Jones

Mary Ann Jordan
Andrew Kaczkowski
Kandiah Kanagandram
Dr. Colleen Keleher
April Keller

David Kindler

Mark Klancic

Dr. Liz Kovacs

Rob Kowalski

Matt Kuntz

Dr. David Kupperman
Naaman Landers
Seth Larson

Dr. Sally Laurent-Muehleis

Dr.Wah Keat Lee
Karen Light
Patrick Loughran
Sherita Lyles
Sophia Lyman
Marge Massarello
John McCauley
Rosanne McGrath
Debra McQueen
Rich Mertz
Vincent Michael
John Milan
Stephen Miller
Joyce Minich
Gaby Miramon
Mary Mitrovich
Kristi Murray
Corey Nagel
Drew Nelson
Sondra Nelson
Dema Neville
Charlotte Niznik
Jeremy Olsen
Emily Opalski
Robert Parks
Jessica Parra

Dr. Michael Paul
Libbey Paul

Chris Payne
Pamela Penney
Dr. Oliver Pergams
Roy Phifer

Josh Prisching

Dr. Melanie Pivarski
Cami Plummer
Naomi Pooley
Jenny Raia

Veena Rajashekar
Roxanne Rath
Nighet Razvi
Denis Roarty

Dr. Callum Ross
Terra Schultz
Alan Schwartz
Woody Skinkle
Dr. Benjamin Stark
Alanna Sullivan
Rhona Taylor
Karen Tokarz
Carrie Tran

Cindy Trim

Kelly Valle

Kim Vulinovic
Peter Wagner
Sally Wallace
Pam Whitehead
Chris Wildman
Kim Wojack
Sallie Wolf
Robert Woodlock
Chris Worley
Ginger Yarrow
Milos Zefran
Kimberly Zeiser

Photographers
Alec Bloyd-Peshkin
Laura Constans
Paul Goyette

David Kindler

Dana Nitzoy

Diana Olson Rasche
Roy Phifer

Cindy Trim

Peter Wagner

Design
helloholle, inc.
Holle Andersen
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